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Friday, September 19, 2025

In an era of asymmetric threats and contested global norms, robust alliances are proactive engines of stability and
strategic influence. In today’s volatile security environment, strategic imperatives drive modern defense cooperation.
Military and security alliances—such as NATO, regional coalitions, and bilateral defense agreements—are critical
instruments for deterrence, rapid response, and operational interoperability. Panelists will discuss how joint exercises,
integrated command structures, and shared intelligence frameworks enhance readiness and resilience against both
conventional threats and hybrid warfare tactics. The session will look at the importance of burden-sharing, technological
standardization, and strategic foresight in maintaining credible collective defense, with special attention to emerging
domains like cyber defense and space security.

Keynote Address: Ionuț Moșteanu, Minister of National Defense, Government of Romania 
Jan Marian, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Czechia
Diana Stoica, Chairwoman of the European Affairs Commission, Chamber of Deputies,
Parliament of Romania
Tomáš Klvaňa, Executive Director, Aspen Institute Central Europe 
Lotje Boswinkel, PhD researcher, Centre for Security, Diplomacy and Strategy 

Moderator: Tyson Barker, Nonresident Senior Fellow, The Atlantic Council's Europe Center

10:00 – 11:00Panel Session
The Power of Alliances to Protect and Prevail

Registration and Welcome Coffee 08:30 – 09:40

Introduction & Welcome Remarks
Mircea Geoană, Former NATO Deputy Secretary General &
President, Aspen Institute Romania
Ana Tinca, Secretary of State, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

09:40 – 10:00



The session will examine the critical role of resilience in national and global security. Defense experts, strategists, and
policymakers will explore how physical and digital vulnerabilities in supply chains and essential systems can be mitigated
through coordinated action. The session will focus on military-grade logistics planning, dual-use infrastructure
protection, and public-private partnerships that enhance continuity in times of crisis. From energy grids and transport
corridors to semiconductor pipelines and defense procurement, the panel will dissect how strategic foresight,
redundancy, and real-time intelligence can prevent cascading failures. Special attention will be given to the integration of
cybersecurity protocols, cross-border coordination, and scenario-based stress testing. 

Radu Miruţă, Minister of Economy, Entrepreneurship and Tourism, Government of Romania
Tor Martin Møller, Minister Counsellor, Royal Norwegian Embassy in Bucharest 
Liviu Lazăr, Industry Relations Coordinator, NATO 
Róbert Vass, President, GLOBSEC
Mustafa Aydin, President of the International Relations Council of Turkey & Professor, Kadir
Has University Istanbul 

Moderator: Alina Inayeh, Lead Advisor, Aspen Institute Romania

11:00 – 11:45Panel Session
Secure and Steady: Protecting Infrastructure and Safe Supply Chain

Panel Session
Ukraine Security and Resilience towards Reconstruction

11:45 – 12:30

As Ukraine continues to confront the consequences of war while charting a path toward recovery, the intersection of
security stabilization and long-term rebuilding remains of major importance. The discussion will focus on how Ukraine’s
defense architecture—bolstered by international military aid, training, and strategic partnerships—can evolve to ensure
territorial integrity and national sovereignty, as well as that of civil defense systems, critical infrastructure protection,
and hybrid threat mitigation as foundational pillars of resilience. Beyond immediate security concerns, the session will
highlight reconstruction strategies that embed security into urban planning, energy independence, and digital
infrastructure. Emphasis will be placed on regional cooperation and the role Romania can play in the process.

Cosmin Dobran, Director for Peace, Partnerships and Crisis Management, European External
Action Service EEAS
Oleksandr Syenkevych, Mayor of Mykolayiv, Ukraine 
Ionuț-Florin Pucheanu, Mayor of Galați, Romania 
Andrei Postelnicu, Managing Director Southeast Europe, CBRE Global Workplace Solutions
(GWS)

Moderator: Clara Volintiru, Regional Director, German Marshall Fund of the United States

in partnership with ECESTR



As technology continues to blur the boundaries between civilian innovation and military capability, the session will
explore how emerging tools are reshaping the defense landscape across multiple domains. With a focus on dual-use
solutions, panelists will examine how commercial technologies—from AI and robotics to advanced materials and
autonomous systems—are being rapidly adapted for defense applications, offering agility, cost-efficiency, and strategic
advantage. The conversation will also delve into the ethical and operational dimensions of human enhancement,
including cognitive augmentation, wearable tech, and bio-integrated systems designed to elevate soldier performance
and survivability. Special attention will be paid to the balance between innovation and regulation, and on ensuring that
technological superiority aligns with democratic values and long-term security goals.

Lucian Fătu, President, Euro-Atlantic Resilience Centre 
Sofia Stoican, Partner, Leader of Government and Public Sector Consulting Practice, EY
Romania 
Yegor Aushev, CEO and Co-Founder, CyberUnit.Tech 
Alina Urs, Cybersecurity Manager, Romanian National Cyber Security Directorate
Ionuț Sas, Senior Vice President Finance, UiPath 
Endre Hunnyadi, Chief Business Officer, .lumen

Moderator: David Webster, Founder, UK/Romania Business

13:30 – 14:15Panel Session
One Tech, Multiple Fronts – The Security Impacts of Technology

Panel Session
Protecting Critical Infrastructure in the Black Sea

14:15 – 15:00

From undersea cables and energy corridors to ports, naval bases, and digital networks, the panel will explore the
vulnerabilities and strategic importance of infrastructure that underpins both civilian life and military readiness.
Discussions will center on integrated surveillance systems, multi-domain threat detection, and the role of regional
alliances in coordinating protection efforts, in a sea that has become a real theater of war. The session will also highlight
the intersection of maritime law, cyber defense, and hybrid warfare tactics—underscoring how adversaries increasingly
target infrastructure to destabilize and disrupt. With a focus on resilience, deterrence, and interoperability, the panel will
emphasize that securing the Black Sea’s critical infrastructure is a linchpin for broader Euro-Atlantic stability.

Sorin-Dan Moldovan, Secretary of State, Ministry of National Defense, Government of Romania 
Vice Admiral Mihai Panait, Chief of the Romanian Naval Forces of Romania 
Oscar Rojas, President Global Operations, Ocean Aero Inc.
Dragoș Manea, Political Affairs Officer, NATO  

Moderator: Ana-Maria Cătăuță, Associated Expert and Fellow, Aspen Institute Romania 

Networking Lunch 12:30 – 13:30

with the support of DNSC, E-ARC



The session will explore how nations can retool their defense industries to meet the demands of modern warfare and
long-term resilience. Panelists will examine the transformation of legacy production systems into agile, scalable, and
digitally integrated ecosystems. Topics will include supply chain security, dual-use technologies, workforce development,
and the role of public-private partnerships in accelerating innovation. The panel will also address how industrial capacity
must adapt to support sustained operations, surge readiness, and interoperability across allied forces. With a focus on
strategic autonomy and economic resilience, this session will underscore the importance of a modern industrial base for
credible deterrence and collective defense.

Gen. Daniel Petrescu, Former Chief of Defence Staff of Romania
Horia Botiș, Vice-Chairman, NATO-Industrial Advisory Group
Bogdan Belciu, Co-Founder & Partner, Valorem Business Consulting
Romain Le Quiniou, co-Founder and Managing Director, Euro Créative

Moderator: Andrei Secelean, Consultant, Kearney

15:00 – 15:45Panel Session
Building an Industrial and Innovation Base for Defence

A Conversation: From Hard Power to Soft Power 15:45 – 16:00

As the war in Ukraine reshapes global perceptions of security, the session invites to an exploration on how to reframe the
public understanding of collective security. In a time when tanks and missiles dominate headlines, this panel will ask: how
do we also defend values, cohesion, and trust? How do we move from reactive messaging to proactive narrative-building
that resonates with diverse audiences, and how does culture help achieve this aim? Panelists will discuss the role of
culture, in general, and cultural diplomacy, in particular, in bridging the gap between defense institutions and the public.
With a focus on transparency, emotional intelligence, and democratic resilience, the conversation will challenge
participants to think beyond doctrine and hardware, and toward a new kind of defense, rooted in meaning, connection,
and collective will.

Magnus Hjort, Director General, Swedish Psychological Defence Agency 
Taras Shevchenko, Deputy Minister of Culture and Information Policy on European Integration,
Ukraine (2022–2024) 
David Smoljak, Chairperson, Standing Senate Commission on Media, Senate of Czechia
Helena Quis, Project Manager, Bertelsmann Stiftung's Europe Programme 

Moderator: Denis Poltavets, Director of Program Development, Aspen Institute Kyiv

Cristian Măcelaru, Music Director, Orchestre National de France and Artistic Director, George
Enescu International Festival

Moderator: Costinela Drăgan, Sustainability & CSR Director, Rompetrol

in partnership with the Aspen Arts and Society Program

Panel Session
Building Societal Resilience in an Era of Confrontation

16:00 – 16:40

in partnership with the National and Cooperative Security through a strong Defense Innovation
and Industrial Base (S-DIIB) Policy Program


